
 

 

 

 

BOOTH University College 

ENG 250 Victorian Literature   Fall/Winter Term 2017-18  
Instructor: Dr. Michael W. BOYCE Office:  313 
Office Hours: TBA    Email: Michael_Boyce@Boothuc.ca 
 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS:    
 

The Norton Anthology: English Literature, Major Authors volume B, 9th ed 
COLLINS, Wilkie. The Moonstone 
DICKENS, Charles. Dombey and Son 
WILDE, Oscar. The Importance of Being Earnest and Other Plays 

 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
This course is designed to introduce students to the literature of the Victorian 
Age (1830-1901). Particular emphasis will be placed of situating these works 
within their socio-political and historical contexts. Students will also be 
encouraged to consider a variety of critical and interpretative points of view. 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Essay #1 (1200-1500 words)   20%    Due TBA 
Essay #2 (1500-2000)   30%  Proposal Due  

  Essay Due  
Presentation     20%  Dates TBA 
Final Examination    30%  Date TBA 
     
Topics for Essay #1 will be distributed during the first week of October. Students 
will develop their own topic for Essay #2. Formal proposals for this essay will be 
submitted Jan 13 for approval and feedback.  
  

 
METHOD OF EVALUATION:         
Term Mark: (2 Writing Assignments, 1 presentation)  70% 

Final Exam:         30% 

 



 

 

Grading and Evaluation 
 

Superior 
A 

Very Good 
B 

Satisfactory 
C 

Less than 
Satisfactory 

D 

Unacceptable 
F 

Work shows in-
depth and 
critical analysis, 
well developed 
ideas, 
creativity, 
excellent 
writing, clarity 
and proper 
format. 

Work is 
generally of 
high quality, 
well developed, 
and well 
written. 

Work has some 
developed ideas 
but needs more 
attention to 
clarity, style and 
formatting.   

Work is 
completed in a 
general way with 
minimal support, 
or is poorly 
written or did not 
use proper 
format. 

Responses fail to 
demonstrate 
appropriate 
understanding or 
are fundamentally 
incomplete. 

 

Booth University College does not use minus grades in the reporting of final course 
grades; however, I will use minus grades during the semester on assignments because 
minus grades give a more accurate reflection of the quality of a student’s work and 
performance.  

 

Last day for Voluntary Withdraw: 9 March 2018    

POLICIES: 
 
Academic Integrity 
 All Booth University Students need to familiarize themselves with the Academic 
Integrity section of the Academic Calendar, which details the definition and 
consequences of plagiarism.   
 

“It is a serious offense to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s 
own if the work was done by some other person (plagiarism). Plagiarism or any form 
of cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious 
academic penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an 
assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the College, or other serious 
consequences. 

Plagiarism or cheating in a course in which a student is cross-registered 
with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary action by the University 
according to its policies. 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off 
as one’s own. In short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. 
Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of well known or easily verifiable 
facts, but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions 
they use in their written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies 
to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to written material and 
materials or information from Internet sources. To provide adequate documentation 



 

 

is not only an indication of academic honesty but also a courtesy which enables the 
reader to consult these sources with ease. Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism. It 
will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 
assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 
answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home 
assignment. 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to 
the Academic Dean before a grade is assigned.  The original assignment is submitted 
to the Academic Dean.  The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and 
instructor to hear both the allegations and the student’s response to the allegations.  
The Academic Dean will then make a determination whether or not plagiarism or 
cheating has in fact occurred and decide on appropriate disciplinary measures. The 
student and instructor will be notified of the Academic Dean’s decision in writing. 
A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and College President. 

The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals; policy currently under review).” 
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Attendance and Participation 
 
While there is no formal “Participation Grade” for this course, students are, 
nevertheless, expected to both attend class and participate in classroom discussions.  
Regular participation MAY result in a half-grade raise in your final grade (e.g. C+ to B, 
B+ to A).   
 
On the other hand, more than three (3) unexcused absences may result in half grade 
drop. Students who miss more than 4 classes may find themselves debarred from the course as 
outlined in the Academic Calendar, 2012-2013, 20. If you need to miss a class for some 
reason, let me know. It is your responsibility to inform me of any circumstances 
affecting your performance. Students are expected to both attend class and participate 
actively in classroom discussions. Students should complete the assigned readings 
before class and have something to contribute to the classroom conversation. If required, 
the instructor reserve the right to give reading quizzes to verify that students have been 
keeping up with the readings. 

 
Assignments and Essays 
 
Assignments are due at 11:55pm on the day they are due and should, as indicated above, 
be submitted via the BoothOnline dropbox for this course.  Students are responsible for 
understanding how to upload their assignments. The dropbox will not accept late 
assignments.  
 

Your essays should be use a standard font and font size (Times New Roman and 
12 is typical).  And I would ask that all documents be saved as either Word 
documents (.doc or .docx) or as Rich Text Files (.rtf).  I will not accept files in 
other formats.  
 



 

 

 
 
Title your documents as follows:   

 
Coursename_YourLastname_YourFirstInitial_assign1. 

 
So, my first assignment would be labeled ENG250_Boyce_M_assign1.doc.   
 

Failure to label your files correctly will result in an automatic one letter grade penalty! 
 
 

Late Assignments 
 
Students are responsible for knowing and managing all due dates. With the exception of 
personal illness, family crisis, or other exceptional and documented circumstances, 
extensions for the major essay must be applied for in writing at least one week before 

the due date. Extensions will not be granted after that and will not be granted after the 
final day of classes. Due to an increase in requests for extensions, I will be sticking to this 
policy. You have been warned! Late assignments will be penalized one letter grade for 
each day to a maximum of five days, after which a grade of "F" will automatically be 
assigned. Computer problems, difficulty with the dropbox, or extracurricular 
commitments are not grounds for extensions.  
 
Laptops 
 
Laptop computers may be used in class of note taking and other legitimate functions. 
Using computers for other reasons (like blogging, surfing, facebooking, messaging) is 
distracting and disrespectful.   

 
Policy on Unclaimed Term Work 

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests. 

Any term work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four 
months from the end of final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. 
At the conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to 
FIPPA guidelines. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (subject to change) 

 
In an attempt to recreate the reading environment of the Victorian serials, we 
shall follow the original 20-part installment schedule of Dickens’s Dombey and 
Son, which was published between Oct 1846 and April 1848. Each week, starting 
Sept 16, we will read that installment and devote the final 30 minutes of class to 
discussing what we’ve read.  
 
Week 1  Introduction and Background 
 
Week 2  Tennyson, “The Lotus Eaters,” “Locksley Hall,” Charge of the 
Light Brigade”  
  
Week 3 Tennyson,  “Ulysses, “ Idylls of the King 
 Dombey and Son, Chapter 1-4  
 
Week 4  Tennyson, In Memoriam 1, 10, 34,  54-7, 95, 106  
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 5-7  
 
Week 5  
 

Barrett Browning, Aurora Leigh, (from Book 1) Gaskell, “The Old Nurse’s 
Story 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 8-10,  11-13 
 
Week 6 Reading Week 
 
Week 7 Browning, ”Soliloquy of the Spanish Cloister,” The Bishop Orders 

his Tomb,”  “Meeting at Night,” “Parting at Morning” (these two poems 
are not in the anthology but can be found online) 

 Dombey and Son, Ch. 14-16  
 
Week 8 Browning, “Fra Lippo Lippi,” “Caliban upon Setebos” 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 17-19  
 
Week 9  Arnold,  from The Study of Poetry, “The Scholar Gypsy,” “Dover 

Beach” 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 20-22  
 
Week 10 Dombey and Son, Ch. 23-25; 1 * Two installments 

 



 

 

Week 11  Rossetti, “Song (When I am Dead),” “After Death,” “Dead Before 
Death,” “An Apple-Gathering,” “Promises Like Pie Crust” 

 Dombey and Son, Ch.26-28  
 
Week 12 FILM: Brian Desmond Hurst’s Scrooge (1955) 

Dombey and Son, Ch. 29-31  
Christmas Break! 

 
Week  13 Conan Doyle, “Scandal in Bohemia” and “Resident Patient” (please 

find online) 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 32-34  
 
Week 14 Collins, The Moonstone 
 Dombey and Son, Ch 35-38  
 
Week 15 Collins, The Moonstone 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 39-41  
 
Week 16 Stevenson, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 42-45  
 
Week 17 Hopkins, selected poems 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 46-48  
 
Feb 18-22 Reading Week 
 
Week 18 Morris, poems to be provided 
 Dombey and Son, Ch. 49-51  
 
Week 19 Wilde, from The Artist as Critic 

Dombey and Son, Ch. 52-54 
 
Week 20 Wilde, selected poems and stories  

Dombey and Son, Ch. 55-57 
 
Week 21 Meynell, “Rushes and Reeds”  

Dombey and Son, Ch. 58-62 
 
Week 22 Wilde, The Ideal Husband 
 
Week 23 Wilde, The Ideal Husband 
 
Week 24 Conclusions 


